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Amongst Hindus, this is mitigated by a dot, consisting
of jewels, given at marriage and after. This pro-
perty, once given, becomes the woman's own, not to
be touched even by her husband, and in case of
widowhood, if there is no other fund, she is supposed
to be able to sell it and live on the interest. Amongst
Muhammad ans, a dower is named, and deeds of
settlement executed by the husband at marriage. It
is said that every Mussalman cabman in Calcutta
has undertaken to provide for his wife a dower of
thousands of rupees. To pay this is obviously im-
possible, yet the institution is not meaningless. In
case he wishes for divorce a man can be compelled
to pay to the uttermost, and God Himself, it is said,
will ask on the Day of Judgment where is the.
amount that he left in default. It is easy to see
how this is calculated to protect the wife. The cus-
totia gives point also to the beautiful story of Fatima:
daughter of Mohammed and wife of Ali, who was
asked, by Her father what dower she would wish
named, and answered, " The salvation of every
Mussalman !" Leaving her own future thus unpro-
tected in the risks of marriage, God Himself would not
, be able to refuse her dower on the day of Judgment.
. I have not been able to discover what provision is
made by the Chinese, for a woman, in case of a long
arid lonely widowhood. Doubtless, in China as in
India, the most substantial parfrof her provision